The Camera: Angle, Position and Focus

Angle/Type of Shot

Bird's-eye view: Extreme high-angle shot; the camera is directly or almost directly above the image photographed.

High angle shot: the camera is high above the image photographed.

Eye-level: the camera is about five or six feet above the ground –at about eye level of someone of average height.

Low-angle shot: the camera is below the image photographed.

Wide-angle shot: the camera uses a lens of short focal length. This affects a scene's perspective by distorting straight lines near the edges of the frame and by exaggerating the distance between foreground and background planes. This often creates a disorienting sense for the viewer; horror and mystery films may frequently employ this technique.

Point-of-view shot: Any shot taken from the vantage point of a character in the film. Also known as first-person camera, "POV" shot.

Handheld camera: The use of the camera operator's body as a camera support, either holding it by hand or using a harness.

Position

Extreme Close-Up: minutely detailed view of an object or person. An extreme close-up of an actor may include only her eyes or mouth.

Close-up: A detailed view of person or object, usually without much context. A close-up of an actor usually includes only his head. Romantic scenes or introspective scenes often use close-ups.

Medium shot: A relatively close shot, revealing a moderate amount of detail. A medium shot of a figure generally includes the body from the knees or waist up.

Two-shot: a medium shot with two actors. Variation: three shot

Long shot: Includes an amount of picture within a frame, which roughly corresponds to the proscenium arch of live theater.

Extreme long shot: A panoramic view of an exterior location, photographed from a great distance, often as far as one-quarter mile away.

Establishing Shot: A shot, often an extreme long shot, which sets up or establishes the locale, central characters and/or theme of a film. ("Establishing scenes", usually first scenes, convey the same effect.)

Tracking shot: The camera moves through space horizontal to the ground on a moving support. This type of shot creates the sense that a camera may be following a character.

Panning shot (pan): The camera moves right and left on a stationery tripod, and scans the visual space horizontally. Tilt is panning up and down.
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