How to Write a News Article

Task: Write a newspaper article that reports the facts associated with your selected photographs.

Style: You will be writing in a different style than you are used to in school. Newspaper articles generally contain sentences and paragraphs that are short and direct. Most paragraphs in news

articles contain a maximum of three to four sentences.
Format: Newspaper articles should contain the following items:

· Headline – An attention getting phrase at the top of the article.

· Byline – By, your name.

· Lead Paragraph – Start with a strong, interesting sentence to get the

reader engaged. Include the who, what, when, where, why, and how

as appropriate.

· Explanation and Amplification – This section will include several brief

paragraphs explaining the detail surrounding your photograph.

· Background Information – This section will include several brief

paragraphs explaining events leading up to the picture, related

national stories, etc.

· Last paragraph –  Round off your article. Try ending with a quote or a catchy phrase.

· Overall - Give the details. It is always a good idea to include one or two quotes from people you interviewed. Write in the third person (he, she, it or they). Be objective. Use active verbs so the reader feels things are really happening.
· Final - Proof-read your article and edit where needed. Spell Check!

Bias: Newspaper articles should be written without bias. In other words, you should report the facts objectively – don’t give opinions in your news article. Make sure you are being fair to all sides.

Your article needs to be about a page in length SINGLE SPACED. We will go over later how you combine your text and your photographs.

adapted from http://memory.loc.gov/learn/lessons/98/brady/article.pdf

